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In this edition, we are thankful to have worked with ACT Alberta in providing you with informative articles on Human 
Trafficking. Human Trafficking happens in our province and we all need to be aware of what it is in order to combat 
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Northern Alberta program - the support from individuals and businesses in the community is imperative to helping 
Crime Stoppers make our communities safer places to live and work. We hope you enjoy this magazine.
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President, Alberta Crime Stoppers
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Crime Stoppers is a community, media 
and police co-operative program designed 
to involve the public in the fight against 
crime. Crime Stoppers provides citizens with 
methods to anonymously supply the police 
with information about a crime or potential 
crime. A reward of up to $2000 is offered 
to anyone providing information, which 
leads to an arrest, or the recovery of stolen 
property, or the seizure of illegal drugs.  The 
success of Crime Stoppers is also dependent 
on the support provided by local media.  
Unsolved crimes are re-enacted and shown 
on television, publicized in print, or aired on 
local radio stations.  

How did 
Crime Stoppers begin?

Crime Stoppers was started in 1976 in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico when Canadian-
born Albuquerque Police Department 
Detective Greg MacAleese reached a dead-
end in a homicide investigation.  He enlisted 
a local television station’s co-operation in 
producing a re-enactment of the crime and 
within 72 hours the police received a tip 
that helped solve the murder. This was the 
beginning of Crime Stoppers.

The first Crime Stoppers Program in Canada 
was formed in Calgary, Alberta in 1982. Since 
inception, Alberta Crime Stoppers has cleared 
over 26,000 criminal cases, recovered over 

WHAT IS
CRIME STOPPERS
From 1976 until today, how Crime 
Stoppers began and where it is now.

$32 million in stolen property, and seized 
more than $340 million in illegal drugs.

Mission Statement: “To develop Crime 

Stoppers as an effective crime-solving 
organization throughout the world, with 
the primary objective of the tripartite 
organization, Community, Media, and Law 

Detective Greg MacAleese, Founder of Crime Stoppers 

There are 3 main ways to submit a tip through Crime Stoppers: talk, type, text. 

Enforcement  Working Together to Solve 
Crime.”

Who administers Crime Stoppers 
and how is it Funded?

A volunteer Board of Directors administers 
and oversees the program.  They work in 
close cooperation with local law enforcement 
and the media.  Crime Stoppers is a registered 
not-for-profit organization and is responsible 
for raising funds, public awareness and the 
disbursements of rewards.  Funding and 
services come from citizens, corporations, 
clubs, and professional associations, 
which keep the Crime Stoppers program 

operational.

There are many ways to get involved with 
Crime Stoppers whether it be through one-
time donations, corporate sponsorships, or 
partnerships with various fundraising events. 
For more details, visit your association’s 
website through the portal at www.
crimestoppers.ab

How does 
Crime Stoppers work?

Crime Stoppers has more than one way to 
assist you in providing the information we 
need to help solve crimes in our community.

Via Telephone line
Crime Stoppers tip line 1-800-222-8477 is 
staffed 24/7/365 by trained personnel, who 
receive, process and pass on tip information 
to police for investigation. Callers are 
given a code number, which is used in all 
subsequent calls, and are never asked to 
identify themselves or provide any personal 
information. It is the caller’s responsibility to 
call back for updates and instructions on how 
to claim a reward. 

Via World Wide Web
Persons wanting to provide information on 
crimes or criminals can also use the Internet, 

Photo: Sheldon Schwartz
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without giving up their anonymity. Logging 
onto the Tip Submit website (tipsubmit.com) 
allows tipsters to simply click and fill in an 
electronic form with their information. Web 
Tips are completely anonymous through the 
use of MS SQL server technology.

Via SMS Text Messaging
Sending a SMS Text message to Crime 
Stoppers provides a convenient and effective 
way to pass us your information. To text us 
your information anonymously simply text 
the keyword “tip205” for Northern Alberta, 
“tip250” for the  Edmonton area  and  “tttTIPS” 
for Calgary and your information to CRIMES 
(274637). Follow these steps to text a tip to Crime Stoppers.

Through encryption, Crime Stoppers 
will not have your phone number or any 
other identifying information - you will 
remain completely anonymous. For more 
information, please visit 
www.smscrimetips.com

What happens to my tip?

When a tip is successful, Crime Stoppers 
Awards Committee determines an 
appropriate award amount based on a 
number of factors including the value of the 
information received, the number of persons 

arrested, the risk to the caller and the amount 
of drugs or stolen property recovered. 

You will be asked to call back to Crime 
Stoppers for updates on your tip. Tips that 
lead to an arrest, the recovery of stolen 
property or the seizure of illegal drugs are 
eligible for a cash reward of up to $2,000. 

Directions on how to collect your reward 
will be provided by Crime Stoppers. Tipsters 
will be paid in such a way as to protect their 
anonymity. ♦

EdMONTON AND 
NORTHERN ALBERTA

STATISTICS - 2016

Tips Received: 427
Persons Arrested: 21

Cases Cleared: 10
Charges Laid: 36

Property Recovered: $85,175
Drugs Seized: $215,560

Total Recovered: $300,735
Rewards Authorized: $4,230

Tips Received: 78,739
Persons Arrested: 7,339
Cases Cleared: 14,344
Charges Laid: 2,546
Property Recovered: $18,739,358
Drugs Seized: $62,293,222
Total Recovered: $81,032,580
Rewards Authorized: $1,376,864

SINCE INCEPTION

Photo: Mack Male
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IS  RE TURNING FOR 
ANOTHER YE AR!

Thursday,  May  12 ,  2016
10 : 0 0am -  4: 0 0pm

S ou thgate  C entre  (5 015  111  S t  NW,  Edmonton)

We’re  now look ing  for  Sponsors  and Ja i lb i rds! 
I f  you ’d  l ike  to  ge t  invo lved  or  k now someone who does ,  send  us  an  e - mai l  a t 

communicat ions@cr imestoppers .ab.ca

w w w.c r im e s to p p e r s .ab .c a /e d m o n to n /c au g h t by c r im e s to p p e r s
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CALGARY

STATISTICS - 2016

Tips Received: 310
Persons Arrested: 22

Cases Cleared: 34
Charges Laid: 51

Property Recovered: $219,674
Drugs Seized: $47,240

Total Recovered: $266,914
Rewards Authorized:  $7,000

SINCE INCEPTION

Tips Received: 76,659
Persons Arrested: 6,205
Cases Cleared: 13,687
Charges Laid: 7,612 (since 2001)
Property Recovered: $17,361,958
Drugs Seized: $291,108,067
Total Recovered: $308,470,025
Rewards Authorized: $1,586,126

Photo: davebloggs007
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Calgary Crime Stoppers proudly accepted a number of awards 
at the Crime Stoppers International training conference held 
in Toronto. We won four awards two for special reports on 
Radio and Television and two for increases in Arrests and 
Property Recovered. Some great accomplishments for the 
First program in Canada. Thank you to all our supporters and 
partners.

Calgary, AB

CRIME STOPPERS
IN THE 
COMMUNITY
Check out  what  we’ve been up to  lately!

We o f t e n g o t o  d i f f e r e n t  e ve n t s  i n  t h e  co m m u n i t y  t o  p r o m o t e C r i m e St o p p e r s  a n d r a i s e 
f u n ds f o r  t h e  p r o g r a m .  I f  yo u h ave a n e ve n t  t h a t  yo u t h i n k  w o ul d  b e  a  g o o d f i t  f o r  u s  t o 
a t t e n d ,  p l e a s e l e t  u s  k n ow !  S e n d a n e - m a i l  t o  i n f o @ c r i m e s t o p p e r s . a b . c a  (E d m o n t o n)  o r 
c a lg a r y c r i m e s t o p p e r s @ g m a i l . co m (C a lg a r y ) . 

Calgary, AB

The Martin Dale Action Committee personal safety workshop. 
Helping to give community members the necessary tools 
to help themselves stay safe. Thanks to the committee for 
including us in this conversation.

We went to Hinton to film a series of re-enactments 
including an armed robbery at a local hotel. Thank you to the 
Hinton RCMP, the volunteer actors, and the community for 
supporting the Crime Stoppers program!

Hinton, AB

Calgary, AB Calgary, AB

On location filming a homicide re-enactment with our 
media and police partners.  We work hard to help our law 
enforcement partner’s high light unsolved crimes in the hopes 
that someone will come forward with information.

Working on campus at the University of Calgary promoting 
the program to all the participants of the Out Run The Stigma 
event again this year. A great opportunity to talk to students 
about how we help keep the community safe.

We worked closely with the Edmonton Police Service 
and Pattison Outdoor Signs to create a billboard on the 
anniversary of Maggie Burke’s disappearance. The billboard 
was strategically placed in the area she was last seen in 
the hopes that all these years later, someone who knew 
something about Maggie’s disappearance would come 
forward anonymously. 

Edmonton, AB
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Edmonton, AB Edmonton,  AB

Current President, Mark Holik, works with Global to create an 
announcement asking the public to support Crime Stoppers in 
Edmonton and Northern Alberta through donations. The spot 
aired on Global for two weeks and can still be found on our 
YouTube channel: youtube.com/CSAENA

We were out at another community event this past winter, 
and this time officers had their sticks out to play some road 
hockey with kids from the community who dropped by. There 
was also treats provided to nibble on, and citizens could ask 
the officers questions and also receive resources from the 
different community groups (including Crime Stoppers!).
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As we enter into 2016, reflecting back over this past year, the Calgary 
& Southern Alberta Crime Stoppers Program has been tremendously 
successful.  The results of our continuing efforts to raise people’s 
awareness and understanding of the Crime Stoppers Program has 
resulted in the largest amount of annual tips received since the program 
began in 1982.

With over 4200 tips and recovery of over $4 Million dollars in drugs 
and stolen property in 2015 alone, this is a testament to the success of 
the program.   This could not have been possible without the continued 
efforts of our police partners, Crime Stoppers staff and our volunteer 
board of directors along with countless hours put in by volunteers at 
community events where Crime stoppers attended.

This past year, Crime Stoppers participated in many public events to raise 
awareness and provide education to the members of our community.  
While Crime Stoppers is well known to many people, we focused a 
number of our activities where we could introduce Crime Stoppers to 
new Canadians and younger generations.   Whether it was having the 
opportunity to speak at community events or providing educational 
material within the schools, the Crime Stoppers program was expanded.

Crime Stoppers continued to support our police partners by meeting 
with them and understanding their priorities within our community.  We 
continued to ensure that the messages we were communicating though 
our activities aligned with the same targeted priorities as the police.

To make sure that the Crime Stoppers message remained relevant and 
personal to each of us in the community, a major initiative was undertaken 
in 2015 to refresh and prelaunch the brand.  This was completed and 
will be launched in early 2016.  The theme “Be an Everyday Superhero” 
sends a strong message that anyone, anywhere regardless of who 
they are can help with the fight against crime.  A complete redesign of 
our social media, marketing material and community billboards will be 
released in 2016.

Crime Stoppers cannot be successful without the support of our 
corporate partnerships and we recently welcomed Country Hills Toyota 
as a new supporter.  Along with Calgary Transit and Pattison signs, we 
are fortunate to have their support for Crime Stoppers.

On behalf of the Board of Directors and all of those involved in the Calgary 
& Southern Alberta Crime Stoppers program, best wishes for 2016.

Doug Durant
President, 
Calgary Crime Stoppers Association

T ip  information may be  a  key  e lement 
of  an  invest igation.   T ip  information 
may also  be  the  “missing l ink ”  to 
the  chain  of  event s .   T ip  information 
may be  the  basel ine  for  a  cr iminal 
invest igation.   The  accurac y  of 
information provided in  a  t ip,  is 
a lways  v ital ! 

A  T ipster  who is  able  to  recol lec t  as 
many accurate  detai ls  as  p ossible, 
by  documenting what  was  obser ve d 
either  through hear ing,  seeing or 
smell ing  dur ing cr i t ical  moment s  at 
or  af ter  an  occurrence,  is  e x tremely 
invaluable  in  solv ing or  preventing 
cr ime.  

A  s ingle,  minor  detai l  such as  the 
location,  day,  date,  t ime or  direc t ion 
of  a  susp ec t /s  af ter  a  cr ime is 
commit ted,  may be  ver y  cr i t ical .  

• 	 Always  cal l  9 -1-1  when a  cr ime is  in 
progress ,  other wise  contac t  Cr ime 
Stopp ers ,  anonymously. 

• 	 Never  approach “hot ”  s i tuations .  
• 	 Always  be  mindful  of  your  safet y 

or  the  safet y  of  others .
• 	 Never  discuss  being a  t ipster.
• 	 Always  s tate  the  fac t s  in  your  t ip.   
• 	 Never  guess  at  your  resp onse/s .
• 	 Always  s tate  “ I  do  not  k now ” when 

in  doubt .
• 	 Never  provide  misleading 

information to  a  cr iminal 
invest igation.

• 	 Always  check  on the  status 
     of  your  t ip  and e legibi l i t y  for  		
     cash  reward.

Indiv idual  Descr ipt ion:
• 	 Basic  descr ipt ion:  height ,  weight , 

and bui ld .
• 	 Clothing descr ipt ion:  brand,  labels , 

wr it ing,  dis t inc t  pat tern  or  colors . 
• 	 Shoe descr ipt ion:  brand,  color  and 

st y le.
• 	 Permanent  features:  face  shap e, 

eye  color,  nose  s ize,  hair  color, 
length and st y le.

• 	 Physical  descr ipt ion:  dis t inc t 
bir thmark s ,  scars  and tat toos .

• 	 Interac t ion:  e xac tly  what  was  said 
and how or  who i t  was  said  to.

Vehicle  Descr ipt ion:
• 	 Year,  make,  model ,  color  and other 

addit ional  detai ls .
• 	 L icense  plate  (a l l  or  par t ia l ).
• 	 Identi f iable  mark ings  or  damage 

(add - ons ,  s t ickers ,  rust ing,  and 
t inted windows).

• 	 Number  of  v is ib le  occupant s .
• 	 Impaire d:  dr iv ing pat tern. 
• 	 ( ie :  weaving lanes ,  sp eeding, 

sudden brak ing,  etc).
• 	 Routes:   Location and direc t ion of 

travel . 

Prop er t y  Descr ipt ion:
• 	 Street  name,  physical  address , 

entrance  and or  back lane access . 
• 	 Break  and enter :  entrance  used 

to  gain  access  or  e x it ;  any  other 
entrances  and how entrance(s) 
were  approache d.

• 	 Is  there  movement  in  the 
residence?  Are  there  any  l ight s  on? 
Can you see  indiv idual(s)  or  what 
they  were  doing?

the  T IP  and the  T IPSTER
CALGARY 
2016
UPDATE
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Crime Stoppers chapters across the 
country celebrated Crime Stoppers 

Month in January.  In addition to 
media engagements, public events, 

and contests, Crime Stoppers in 
Edmonton and Northern Alberta 
shared fun facts on the program 

throughout the month!

More at  cr imestoppers.ab.ca /edmonton /cr ime-s toppers-month
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In 2015, the Calgary Police Service saw an 
86 per cent increase in vehicle licence plate 
thefts. If not directly related to a stolen 
vehicle, licence plates are often taken to help 
conceal stolen vehicles for a longer period of 
time. 

Stolen vehicles are commonly used to 
facilitate other types of other crimes, 
including break and enters, home invasions, 
gas thefts, traffic violations and some 
violent offenses. To avoid detection after 
committing a crime, offenders will swap out 
the licence plate that had been on the vehicle 
with another stolen plate. These plates are 
easily stolen from unsuspecting victims who 
may not even realize their licence plate is 
missing.

 Vehicle owners can protect themselves 
by using heavy duty lug nuts, or anti-theft 
screws that require specialized tools to 
remove them. Owners can also secure their 
licence plates by using multiple different 
types of screws or bolts on one licence 
plate, making it more difficult and time 
consuming for the thief. Other tips include 
parking in well-lit and popular areas, and 
always making sure the rear of your vehicle 
is viewable to other drivers or passersby 
when parked. Owners should also develop 
a routine to regularly check that the licence 
plate on their vehicle is their own, and report 
it to police immediately if is not. 

Though licence plate thefts can seem 
insignificant, this type of crime can have a 
great impact on the community by helping 

prolific offenders avoid being caught. In 
some cases, recovered stolen vehicles have 
been located with more than five licence 
plates in them. These vehicles are often 
linked to organized crime and it is believed 
that offenders are using the vehicles as 
commodities to trade for cash or drugs. 

If you see any suspicious people, or have 
had your licence plate stolen, report it to 
police immediately by call 403-266-1234. 
Anonymous tips can be provided to Crime 
Stoppers. ♦

C A LGA RY  P O LI C E  S E E I N G  A N  I N C R E AS E 
I N  STO LE N  LI C E N C E  PL ATE S

Writer of the story
Staff Sergeant 
Kristie Verheul, 
Calgary Police Service 
Edonomic Crimes Unit
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INTRODUCTION
Human trafficking is a serious crime. This edition of the Crime Stoppers 
Magazine includes contributions from ACT Alberta.

Human trafficking is a serious crime that 
ranks amongst the most severe forms of 
exploitation worldwide. It’s an issue that 
often evokes images of young girls coerced 
in brothels in Thailand, children enslaved 
on cocoa plantations in West Africa, or 
exhausted men forced to work in captivity at 
sea. 

However, human trafficking is also happening 
right here in Canada. 

Every year in our country, untold numbers of 
individuals are being forced, against their will, 

to provide sex or labour for someone who 
is in control of them. Many work achingly 
long hours for no pay in dirty and degrading 
conditions; some are forced to engage in sex 
acts against their will; most are eking out 
their lives in fear and shame. Unfortunately, 
despite the enormity of this crime and the 
importance of comprehending it, it remains 
poorly understood. Victims of this abuse live 
and work unrecognized around us – hidden 
in plain sight. 

In this special edition of Crime Stoppers 
magazine, you will learn about human 

trafficking – what it looks like in Alberta, 
how it is popularly portrayed, and what is 
being done to stop it. Human trafficking 
ranks amongst the most grievous of abuses. 
As Canadians who believe strongly in 
human rights, dignity and justice, we have 
a responsibility to stand up and say “not 
anymore. Not on my watch.” 

Thank you for reading. 

Karen McCrae
Manager of Communications & Development
ACT Alberta ♦

ABOUT 
ACT ALBERTA

T h e A c t i o n  C o a l i t i o n  o n H u m a n Tr a f f i c k i ng  ( AC T 
A lb e r t a )  i s  a  n o n p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w i t h  c h a p t e r s 
i n  C a lg a r y,  E d m o n t o n ,  a n d Re d D e e r.  AC T A lb e r t a 
w o r k s  co l la b o r a t i ve l y  w i t h  law e n f o r ce m e n t , 
g ove r n m e n t  a g e n c i e s ,  a n d n o n - g ove r n m e n t a l 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o  co o r d i n a t e  s e r v i ce s  f o r  v i c t i m s 
o f  h u m a n t r a f f i c k i ng ,  p r ov i d e  t r a i n i ng  a n d 
e d u c a t i o n ,  r e s e a r c h a n d co l l e c t  d a t a  o n h u m a n 
t r a f f i c k i ng ,  m a n a g e a  V i c t i m A s s i s t a n ce Fu n d , 
d e ve l o p p o l i c y  p r ov i n c i a l l y  a n d n a t i o n a l l y,  a n d 
b u i l d  c a p a c i t y  f o r  co m m u n i t y- b a s e d r e s p o n s e s t o 
h u m a n t r a f f i c k i ng . 

 AC T A lb e r t a  s e r ve s  t h e  n e e ds o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y 
a n d i n t e r n a l l y  t r a f f i c ke d m e n ,  w o m e n ,  a n d 
c h i l d r e n ,  a n d a s s i s t s  t h o s e t r a f f i c ke d f o r 
t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  la b o u r  e x p l o i t a t i o n ,  s e x u a l 
e x p l o i t a t i o n ,  a n d t h e  r e m ov a l  o f  o r g a n s .  ♦
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face mental health issues. They may have 
dropped out of school, run away from home, 
or been abused as children. Aboriginal 
peoples in Canada have been documented 
as being disproportionately represented 
amongst victims as a result of entrenched 
legacies of colonialism, residential schools, 
and discrimination. Newcomers to Canada, 
including Temporary Foreign Workers, 
students, illegal migrants, and visitors, are 
also disproportionally vulnerable to being 
trafficked. They may lack language skills or 
be unaware of their rights under Canadian 
law, and they often lack social connections 
in their new community. This leaves them 
isolated and vulnerable to the manipulations 
of traffickers. 

Traffickers know how to twist vulnerabilities 
to their own advantage and they often lure 
their victims with hopes and dreams for a 
better future. In ACT Alberta’s experience, 
victims often know their traffickers, who 
may be boyfriends, employers, drug dealers, 
or others in positions of power. Traffickers 
deceive, manipulate, or force victims into 
engaging in sex or labour for their personal 
profit. They use their power over an individual 
to control them. 

Unfortunately, human trafficking largely 
remains a hidden crime. Many victims 
never come forward – they may mistrust 
authorities and law enforcement officials, 
suffer from Post Traumatic Stress Disorder, 
or feel stigmatized by the heavy label of 
trafficking. In addition, traffickers often 
intentionally make it difficult for victims 
to come forward through real or intended 
physical harm to them or their families. ♥ ♦

WHAT DOES HUMAN 
TRAFFICKING LOOK LIKE?

Human trafficking is a hidden crime and one 
that is difficult to measure. It is criminalized 
and stigmatized, there is little consensus on 
the definition, and many victims choose not 
to come forward out of shame or fear. As 
a result, hard facts are scarce and there is 
much that remains unknown. 

However, ACT Alberta has been tracking 
data on referrals of human trafficking 
in the province since 2008. According to 
ACT Alberta’s numbers, 54 percent of the 
survivors of human trafficking are trafficked 
for sexual exploitation, 36 percent for labour 
exploitation, 9 percent for both sex and 

labour exploitation, and 1 percent for organ 
trafficking. About three-quarters of the 
trafficked people assisted by ACT Alberta are 
women and girls. 

Contrary to many popular misconceptions, 
movement across a border is not required 
for someone to be trafficked. About 65 
percent of those assisted by ACT Alberta are 
trafficked internally within Canada – from 
British Columbia, the Prairie Provinces, the 
Maritimes, Central Canada, or the northern 
territories. Individuals can also be trafficked 
within the same province or even the same 
city. 

Referrals in  Alberta indicate:
- 54% trafficked for sexual exploitation

- 36% for labour exploitation
- 9% for both sex and labour exploitation

- 1% for organ trafficking

About 35 percent are trafficked into Canada 
from abroad – places like Europe, Africa, 
South Asia, and the United States. Notably, 
many of those assisted by ACT Alberta 
are foreign nationals who enter Canada 
through legal means (such as through the 
Temporary Foreign Worker program) and are 
subsequently trafficked. 

About one third of the victims of human 
trafficking ACT Alberta assists have been 
exploited for their labour in legal businesses 
such as agriculture, construction, retail, 
restaurants, hotels, nail salons, and 
private homes as nannies and caregivers. 

About 65 percent are forced into sexual 
exploitation in the commercial sex industry 
and adult entertainment industry. A small 
but significant number (about 9 percent) 
are trafficked for both labour and sexual 
purposes. For example, a nanny may be 
trafficked for her labour and also be forced 
to provide sexual services to her employer, or 
a woman may be trafficked for the purposes 
of sexual exploitation by a gang and also be 
forced to sell drugs. 

Human traffickers target the most 
vulnerable among us. Many victims come 
from backgrounds of poverty, substance 

About 1/3 of human trafficking victims are 
exploited for labour, and about 65 percent are 

forced into sexual exploitation.

G r a p h i c  D e s i g n b y  Te a g u e M c C r a e
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Human trafficking is an age-old phenomenon 
that is finally beginning to see the light of 
day. The act of forcing, coercing, or deceiving 
an individual into providing sex or labour for 
personal gain is an extreme human rights 
abuse that is receiving increased attention 
from the media, the public, and government. 
We know that it is happening right here in 
Canada, and chances are that if you’ve heard 
of human trafficking, you’re also familiar with 
the way that it is commonly represented: sex 
and slavery; chains, gangs, and drugs. 

However, the discourse on human 
trafficking tends to present a simplistic, 
one-dimensional and salacious story replete 
with villains, victims, and heroes. While 
there are often admirable intentions to 
combat this injustice, the stories told about 
human trafficking simplify and flatten our 
understanding of this issue. Trafficked people 
are turned into objects of pity rather than 
complex subjects with their own histories, 
desires, and lives. 

There are several major problems with 
the way human trafficking is frequently 
presented:

1. Labour and organ trafficking 
is ignored
Sex, as in so many other aspects of our 
society, dominates the discussion on 
human trafficking. However, trafficking for 
the purposes of labour exploitation may in 
fact generate the largest number of victims 
globally (ILO). Indeed, labour trafficking 
tends to make up more than one third of all 
referrals to ACT Alberta. Victims of this crime 
have been found in agriculture, construction, 
processing plants, retail, restaurants, the 
hospitality sector, domestic servitude, and 
gangs.  Organ trafficking – in which traffickers 
coerce or deceive victims into allowing their 
organs to be removed – although rare, has 
also been reported in Alberta. In short, 

Labour and organ 
trafficking DOES take place 
in our society.

Survivors tend to come 
from complex and varied 
backgrounds - there is 
no “one type” of victim of 
trafficking. 

Sensational imagery can 
be re-traumatizing and 
damaging to trafficking 
survivors.

Human trafficking is a 
complex issue.

Men also fall victim to 
trafficking. This is an issue 
that is not often talked 
about. 

victims (ranging from 55% (ILO) to 80% 
(UNODC), depending on who you ask), large 
numbers of men and boys also fall prey to 
traffickers, particularly for the purposes 
of labour exploitation. Men and boys may 
also be victimized by traffickers for sexual 
exploitation, an issue which is not often 
discussed.

3. Women  who don’t fit the ideal 
image of a victim are ignored
If images in the news and visual media are 
to be trusted, the typical victim of human 
trafficking is a young girl who was violently 
kidnapped by a trafficker and sold for sex. 
However, there is no archetypical victim of 
trafficking and survivors tend to come from 
complex and varied backgrounds. ACT Alberta 
knows that outright kidnapping is relatively 
uncommon; victims of sex trafficking most 
often know the person trafficking them and 
frequently do not fit our ideas of victimhood. 
As a result, they are often shrugged away or 
even blamed for the crimes that have been 
committed against them. 

4. Sensational images 
and language are used 
indiscriminately  
Sensational awareness-raising campaigns 
often rely on extreme imagery that is used 
with the intent to jolt us into action. However, 
by their very nature, these campaigns cannot 
control who they reach. The effects of 
such extreme and sensational awareness-
raising on those who have suffered abuse, 
exploitation, and violence in the past can be 
extremely re-traumatizing and damaging. 
There are ways to raise awareness about this 
issue without relying on shocking images 
that are used with the intent to horrify. 

5. The full complexity of the 
issue is flattened 
Human trafficking is an exceptionally complex 
issue that interacts in many multifaceted 
ways with other crimes and societal issues. 
The subtle relationships between trafficking 
and issues like labour standards abuses, 
domestic violence, addiction, sexual assault, 
pedophilia, victim-blaming, immigration 
issues, and legacies of racism, colonialism, 

Labour trafficking may 
generate the largest number 

of victims globally.

while trafficking for the purposes of sexual 
exploitation is a horrendous abuse, it is not 
the only form of trafficking in our country.  

2. Men are ignored
While women and girls are generally 
recognized to make up the majority of 

STORYTELLING &
HUMAN TRAFFICKING

P h o t o :  b l o g . a c t i o n . o r g

P h o t o :  A d a m H e a t h
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and patriarchy (to name only a few) are 
rarely acknowledged. The crimes of human 
trafficking often overshadow these other 
related issues, which can in turn make it 
more difficult to understand and address 
root causes.  

The result of these sensationalizing 
tendencies can be remarkably harmful. They 
reduce discussions about how to go about 
combating human trafficking to a shell-
shocked horror-stricken scream. Worse, they 
create a reactionary ideological fervor that is 
immune to serious analysis and debate. 
Perhaps the greatest harm caused by 
sensationalism is directed to those who 
have themselves been trafficked. It reduces 
them from complex individuals with rich 
inner-lives to poster-board “victims” and can 
trigger unhealed trauma. 

In the words of one previously trafficked 
person, 

Together, we can demand a more accurate 
and productive dialogue on this devastating 
issue.  ♦

“[I felt] totally minimized 
and not sensational 
enough to be a part of the 
discussion. I felt like [the 
individual I tried to share 
my story with] wanted 
those sensational stories 
to be told and mine was 
too blasé.  It is the everyday 
people, the everyday stories 
that are really important 
because these stories 
provide the nuances of 
the phenomena and will 
lead to real insight into 
prevention, intervention, 
and restoration strategies.” 

Fif th  Annual  Spero Gala
Yo u’r e  i nv i t e d  t o  AC T A lb e r t a’s  5t h  A n n u a l  S p e r o 
G a la !  T h e G a la  w i l l  co n s i s t  o f  a  s i l e n t  a r t  a u c t i o n 
f e a t u r i ng  l o c a l  a r t i s t s  a n d a r t i s a n s ,  s p o ke n w o r d 
a r t ,  a n d l i ve  m u s i c  b y  t a l e n t e d l o c a l  m u s i c i a n s 
10 0 M i l e  H o u s e a n d o t h e r s .  O u r  g u e s t  h o s t  f o r  t h e 
e ve n i ng w i l l  b e  C B C ’s  K i m Tr y n a c i t y. 

S p e r o  i s  t h e  L a t i n  w o r d f o r  f r e e d o m .  B y  s u p p o r t i ng 
t h e  A n n u a l  S p e r o  G a la ,  yo u a r e  i nve s t i ng  i n  AC T 
A lb e r t a’s  V i c t i m A s s i s t a n ce P r o g r a m w h i c h  s u p p o r t s 
s u r v i v o r s  o f  h u m a n t r a f f i c k i ng .  P r o ce e d s r a i s e d 
w i l l  b e  e xc lu s i ve l y  d e d i c a t e d t o  AC T A lb e r t a . 
P l e a s e co m e a n d j o i n  u s  i n  t h e  f ig h t  t o  e n d h u m a n 
t r a f f i c k ing .

M ay 6 ,  2015
AT B F in a n c i a l  A r t s  B a r n s in  E dm o nt o n

T i c ke t s :  $ 4 0 t h r o ug h t h e we b s i t e  o r  $5 0 at  t h e  d o o r
D o o r s  o p e n at  7: 0 0 p m

S ile nt  A u c t i o n b e t we e n 7: 0 0 -  10 : 0 0 p m
w w w. s p e r o g ala . c a

H o r s  d ’o e u v r e s  s e r ve d t h r o ug h o u t  t h e  e ve n i ng . 
A l co h o l i c  b e ve r a g e s av a i la b l e  f o r  p u r c h a s e (c a s h 
o n l y ) .  O n l y  c h e q u e s a n d c a s h a cce p t e d f o r  s i l e n t 
a u c t i o n  p i e ce s .
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People who have been trafficked 
may: 

•Believe that they must work against their will 
•Be unable to leave their work environment 
•Show signs that their movements are being 
controlled 
•Show fear or anxiety 
•Be subjected to violence or threats against 
themselves or against their loved ones 
•Suffer injuries that appear to be the result of an 
assault or control measures
•Be distrustful of authorities 
•Be threatened with being handed over to the 
authorities 
•Be afraid of revealing their immigration status 
•Not be in possession of their passports or other 
travel or identity documents 
•Be unfamiliar with the local language 
•Not know their home or work address 
•Allow others to speak for them when addressed 
directly 
•Act as if they were instructed by someone else 
•Be disciplined through punishment 
•Be unable to negotiate working conditions 
•Receive little or no payment or have no access to 
their earnings 
•Work excessively long hours over long periods of 
time 
•Not have any days off 
•Live in poor or substandard accommodations 
•Have no access to medical care 
•Have limited or no social interaction 
•Be unable to communicate freely with others 
•Be under the perception that they are bonded by 
debt 
•Have had the fees for their transport to Canada 
paid for by facilitators, whom they must pay back ♦

What now? 
If you suspect a human trafficking emergency, call 911. If you suspect a non-emergency human trafficking situation, call Crime Stoppers or your 
local law enforcement. Human trafficking is a violent and brutal crime. Perpetrators of this abuse are often dangerous. If you suspect human 
trafficking is occurring, report it – don’t get involved. 

In addition to reporting suspected human trafficking, you can:  

-Start the discussion: Visit www.actalberta.org or the British Columbia Office to Combat Trafficking in Persons website and learn more about 
human trafficking in Canada. 
-Spread the word: Let your elected officials know how important responding to human trafficking is to you and your community.  Call, write, or visit 
your local city councilor, MLA, or MP today. 
-Help victims and build your community: ACT Alberta depends on the strong support of community members across the province. With your help, 
we are able to continue our efforts to stop trafficking in the province and provide much needed assistance to victims. Donate to ACT Alberta and 
support other organizations that help vulnerable people in your community today. 
-Learn more: Sign up to receive ACT Alberta’s newsletter (www.actalberta.org/newsletter) and follow us on Facebook and Twitter. ♦ 

P h o t o :  B e e v e e p h o t o

P h o t o :  A l a n  L e v i n e

HUMAN TRAFFICKING
INDICATORS

What are some of the signs of human 
trafficking, and what should you do about it?

Victims of human trafficking can be forced 
to provide sex, labour, or organs in both legal 
and illegal environments. The United Nations 
Office on Drugs and Crime developed a 
comprehensive list of trafficking indicators to 
help the public recognize the signs a person 
may have been trafficked. Some of these 
indicators are listed below.  While not all 
these indicators are present in all situations 
of human trafficking, they may indicate 
criminal activities are occurring.  
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Community Action Plan 
in Edmonton

In 2013, in response to growing concern 
over the issue of sex trafficking in Canadian 
communities, Status of Women Canada 
provided ACT Alberta with funding to 
develop a Community Action Plan to prevent 
and reduce sex trafficking of women and 
girls in Edmonton. A Core Team of eleven 
community stakeholders was convened to 
help guide and support this project:  
• ACT Alberta
• ASSIST Community Services Centre 
• Centre to End All Sexual Exploitation 
• City of Edmonton – Community Services
• City of Edmonton Councillor Scott McKeen
• Edmonton Immigrant Services Association 
• Edmonton Police Service 
• Institute for the Advancement of Aboriginal    
Women 
• REACH Edmonton
• Sexual Assault Centre of Edmonton 
• YWCA Edmonton
• Sarah Chan, Honorary Chair

In Phase One of this project, we conducted 
a Needs Assessment to find out what 
sex trafficking looks like in Edmonton. 
This included an analysis of Edmonton’s 
demographics, a literature review, and a 
research study involving participants from 

a variety of sectors, including survivors of 
sex trafficking. To complement the formal 
research and stay connected with the 
community, we continued to consult with 
stakeholders throughout the duration of 
the project. In this phase, we learned that a 
variety of systems, institutions, and social 
norms ensure that inequality remains 
entrenched in Edmonton, in turn creating a 
context that is conducive to sex trafficking. 
Structural inequalities rooted in poverty, 
gender inequality, isolation, normalized 
violence, and various forms of discrimination 
intersect and combine with one another in 
complex ways; in turn, marginalized and 
disadvantaged people slip through the gaps.  

In Phase Two, we created a Community 
Action Plan. This plan focused on four 
priorities: (1) increase education, awareness 
and training; (2) focus on children and youth; 
(3) improve services through collaboration 
and community engagement; and (4) move 
beyond crisis intervention to address 
underlying inequalities in systems and 
structures. The Action Plan includes short-, 
medium- and long-term activities that work 
to address and prevent sex trafficking in 
Edmonton. 

Once the Action Plan was developed, we 
entered Phase Three – implementation. 
ACT Alberta worked closely with Core Team 
members and other community partners to 
implement 17 activities before the project 
ended in September 2015. We also worked to 
ensure the foundation was laid for completion 
of long-term action items in the months and 
years to come. As a community-led project, 
there continue to be opportunities for 
organizations and individuals to contribute 
to the implementation of the Action Plan. 
Established and new community partners 
continue to work to implement activities 
within their own organizations and spheres 
of influence.

We look forward to continuing to implement 
this Community Action Plan and are confident 
that it will be effective in addressing the sex 
trafficking of women and girls in Edmonton. 
Together, we can create a safer and more 
equitable future for our community.  

To read the complete Final Report and 
Summary of this project, please visit 
www.actalberta.org/projects ♦

HUMAN TRAFFICKING
STATISTICS: CANADA
Due to the clandestine nature of human trafficking and the reluctance of victims to come forward, 

specifically in international cases, human trafficking remains underreported. The statistics presented 

below are derived from human trafficking specific cases across Canada that the Human Trafficking 

National Coordination Centre’s research has identified and should not be taken as a true representation 

of the extent and/or prevalence of human trafficking in Canada. Reporting of these cases to the Human 

Trafficking National Coordination Centre is not a mandatory requirement for law enforcement agencies 

in Canada. 

As of January 2016, the Human Trafficking 
National Coordination Centre (HTNCC)’s 
research has identified 330 cases since 2005 
where human trafficking specific charges1 
were laid. Of the total, 311 are domestic 
human trafficking²  cases and 19 are 
international human trafficking³  cases. The 
majority of the domestic human trafficking 
cases are for sexual exploitation, whereas 
the international human trafficking cases are 
primarily for forced labour. 

Of the 330 human trafficking cases, 94 have 
been completed through the courts with 
human trafficking specific and/or related 
convictions (i.e. Procuring, Living off the 
avails of prostitution, Forcible confinement, 
Keeping a common bawdy house, etc.). 
These 94 cases involve 220 victims and 122 
individuals who were convicted of multiple 
offences. Additionally, 38 of the 330 human 
trafficking cases have had other outcomes. 

Currently, 198 of the 330 human trafficking 
cases remain before the court and involve 
approximately 314 accused and 300 victims. 

The longest sentence for human trafficking 
for sexual exploitation involved a conviction 
by a judge and totaled 23 years. The longest 
sentence for human trafficking for forced 
labour involved a guilty plea and totaled 9 
years. ♦

As of January 2016, the 
HTNCC’s research has 
identified 22 HT specific 
cases in the province of 
Alberta. The graph to the 
right depicts these cases per 
region.

1.  H u m a n t r a f f i c k i n g  s p e c i f i c  c h a r g e s  i n c l u d e t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  C r i m i n a l  C o d e o f  C a n a d a ( s .  27 9 . 01- s .  27 9 . 0 3 ,  s .  4 6 5 (c o n s p i r a c y  t o  c o m m i t  h u m a n 
t r a f f i c k i n g ) ,  a n d s .  4 6 7.11 ( p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  a  c r i m i n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  o r  c o m m i t  h u m a n t r a f f i c k i n g ) )  a n d I m m i g r a t i o n  a n d R e f u g e e 
P r o t e c t i o n  A c t  ( s .  118 ) .
2 .  A l l  s t a g e s  o f  t h e  c r i m e o c c u r  i n  C a n a d a ,  t h e r e  a r e  n o i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c r o s s - b o r d e r  m o v e m e n t s .
3 .  T h e v i c t i m o f  h u m a n t r a f f i c k i n g  w h o ,  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  b e i n g  t r a f f i c k e d i n t o  o r  o u t  o f  C a n a d a ,  c r o s s e d a n i n t e r n a t i o n a l  b o r d e r.

Information contributed by:
Human Trafficking National Coordination Centre (HTNCC)
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Story
Marco’s

Despite  work ing ver y hard in  my 
hometow n in  the Phi l ippines,  I  was unable 
to  make ends meet  f inancial ly  and debt 
mounted for  me and my family.   W hen my 
cousin  gave me the name of  a  recr ui ter 
who of fered me a high pay ing job as 
a  chef  in  Bar rhead,  i t  sounded l ike my 
chance to  get  us  out  of  debt  and prov ide 
us a  bet ter  l i fe.

For  $10,000,  the recr ui ter  promised to 
take care of  al l  ever y thing.  I  couldn’ t 
af ford the fee but  the recr ui ter  told me I 
could pay once I  s tar ted work ing. 

W hen I  ar r ived,  I  found out  the res taurant 
I  was cont rac ted to  work for  couldn’ t 
g ive me a job.  I  was told my only chance 
to  s tay in  Canada was to  beg in work ing 
for  a  cleaning company as a  jani tor.  I 
was soon work ing 14-hour days doing 
exhaus t ing manual  labour.  I  was reg ularly 
insul ted and slapped by my boss.  A t 
night,  I  had no other  choice but  to  sleep 
in  the company van. 

I  was told my wages would be w ithheld 
unt i l  my recr ui t ment  fees were paid. 
My boss al so told me that  I  would be 
immediately  depor ted i f  I  complained. 

Week s t ur ned into  months.  A s I  had no 
money,  I  reg ularly  went  hung r y and the 
work wore me dow n.  One day I  passed 
out  f rom fat ig ue and hunger.  I  was taken 
to  the emergency room of  a  hospi tal 
in  Edmonton.  T he nurse who at tended 
me had recently  at tended an educat ion 
session on human t raf f ick ing by ACT 
Alber ta.   She recog nized the s ig ns of 
ex ploi tat ion and asked i f  I  wanted help.  
In  desperat ion,  I  told her  my s tor y and 
she connec ted me w ith  ACT. 

ACT Alber ta  was able to  advocate for  my 
immig rat ion s tat us  in  Canada.  T hrough 
their  assi s tance,  I  received an open work 
per mit .  T hey connec ted me w ith  the Food 
Bank,  ar ranged for  long-ter m housing, 
and suppor ted me dur ing my t ransi t ion 
per iod.  I  am now work ing to  br ing over 
my w ife  and t wo sons to  l ive w ith  me in 
Canada.  ♦

I  used to  hate l iv ing at  home.  A s 
a  chi ld  i t  seemed like my mom 
would br ing home a di f ferent 
g uy ever y week,  and some of 
them were real ly  aw f ul .  To make 
up for  her  boy f r iends,  she used 
to  take my s i s ter  and me out  for 
ice cream – I  lear ned young that 
my af fec t ion was something that 
could be bought. 

W hen I  was about  19,  I  met 
Tyler  online.  He seemed nice 
and interes t ing.  We met  up at  a 
park in  the c i t y  and he became 
my boy f r iend.  I t  was g reat  at 
f irs t  –  being w ith  Tyler  made 
me feel  less  lonely and i t  gave 
me something to  look for ward to 
ever y day.  His  f r iends became 
my f r iends and I  moved in  w ith 
him.  

Soon,  Tyler  ex plained to  me 
that  I  needed to  s tar t  br ing ing 
in  some money to  help pay for 
ex penses.  T hat ’s  when things 
changed.   He s tar ted put t ing 
up ads for  me on Back page.
com and forced me to  have sex 
w ith  the g uys who responded in 
hotel s  across the c i t y.  I  would 
do i t  so  

he wouldn’ t  get  ang r y and hi t 
me.  He al so s tar ted s tay ing out 
late  w ith  hi s  f r iends –  I  never 
k new what  they were doing and 
soon I  was too scared to  ask him 
any thing. 

A few week s later,  Tyler  got 
ar res ted on pimping charges. 
I  was glad that  he got  ar res ted 
–  I  fel t  l ike I  was in  an endless 
spiral  of  pain  and had been 
contemplat ing suic ide for 
several  week s.  T he police 
ar ranged for  me to  go to  a 
shel ter  for  v ic t ims of  domest ic 
v iolence and the shel ter  put  me 
in  touch w ith  ACT Alber ta.  I  had 
never considered before that  I 
might  have been t raf f icked. 

I ’m scared Tyler’s  f r iends might 
f ind me and tel l  him where I 
am.  ACT Alber ta  has said they 
w il l  help get  me out  of  the c i t y 
so that  I  don’ t  have to  feel  l ike 
I  cons tantly  need to  look over 
my shoulder.  I ’ve decided to 
upg rade my schooling and 
f inal ly  get  my high school 
diploma.  I ’m 23 now.  I t ’s  t ime for 
me to  move on w ith  my l i fe.  ♦

Story
Brittney’s

CASE STUDIES
T he fol low ing contains  g raphic detai l s  and may be dis t urbing to  some 
readers.  T hese s tor ies  are adapted f rom client  refer ral s  to  ACT Alber ta.  A l l 
names and ident i f y ing detai l s  have been s ig nif icantly  al tered to  protec t  the 
ident i t ies  of  those involved.
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Q: What other things do the 
police do to ensure safety?

Q: How important are 
relationships when it comes 

to responding to human 
trafficking? A: Is there one message that you 

want the public to hear about 
this issue?

A: There are two main things that we do. 
First, we avoid victimization by tracking 
data. When girls come in, we chat with 

them, we offer to help them get out, but we 
also take downt heir information so that we 
can identify them if something happens to 
them. We track information like next of kin, 
tattoo scars, that sort of thing. The flip side 
of the coin is getting our officers to recogize 
when a situation isn’t quite the boyfriend/
girlfriend situation that the girl says it is. If 
they think something is weird there, then 

they should call the Vice Unit and get some 
advice about what they can do. Often that 

advice is to separate her from her so-called 
boyfriend and to say to her, “if you want 
help, call us. If you wake up one day and 

realize that this isn’t what you want to be 
doing, call this number.”

A: Relationships are very important. We 
always try to keep in touch with the girls - 
whether they want to testify or not - and 

make sure they’re doing okay. We tell them 
that if they need help getting into counseling 
or rehab to let us know. We don’t want them 

to disappear. We want these traffickers 
to get punished, but if the girls don’t want 

to go to court, or they skip out, there’s 
not much we can do. Relationships are so 
important in helping them realize that we 

will help them as best as we can. 

Q: There are a lot of messages I’d like the 
public to hear, but mainly - if you suspect 
someone you know is getting involved in 

this, then call the police and ask for advice. 
There are things we can do. If you suspect 
something is going on in your apartment 

complex or on your block, it’s important to 
report it to the police, whether it’s through 

Crime Stoppers or otherwise. A rental 
property that gets lots of tips might be a 

brothel. A lot of the tips we follow up on are 
from Crime SToppers, so be good witnesses 
or at least pass the information along. That 
tip could be the piece of information needed 

to start an investigation. ♦

On January 12, 2016, I sat down with Detective Adena Warren of the 
Calgary Police Service Vice Unit to talk about law enforcement’s 

response to human trafficking. 

Q: In your role with the Vice Unit, 
how often do you come across a 

victim of human trafficking?

Q: Why do you think that is?

Q: What are your priorities 
when responding to human 

trafficking?

A: I’ve been here for a year and 4 months 
and have come across nearly a dozen 

victims that have been trafficked, but none 
that wanted to give evidence. I find that 

most girls want to be anonymous sources. 

A: Usually the main thing is the fear factor. 
They are scared of the guy - that he might 
do something to their family, something to 

them. 

A: My number one priority is the safety of 
the potential victim. We have a fund now 
to help girls get out of the lifestyle they’re 

trapped in, and so we offer them ways to be 
safe. Sometimes that can mean a few nights 
in a hotel or it can mean transportation out 
of the city. We’ve run into that a few times 

actually. We’ve bought plane tickets back to 
their home country or bus ticketsso they can 

go to their home province. 

Potential victims are given a 
phone number to call if they 
realize that they need help and 
want to get out. 

CPS Vice Unit has a fund 
available to help victims get out 
of their situation, whether it’s a 
plane ticket or bus ticket home, 
or a hotel for a few nights. 

INTERVIEW:
CPS VICE UNIT

Writer of the story
Karen McCrae

A look at law enforcement’s response to human trafficking.
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UNSOLVED 
CRIMES
Death in Cranston
January 24, 2016  2:00pm

The Calgary  Pol ice  Serv ice  Homic ide 
Unit  is  invest igat ing  an  inc ident 
where  a  woman was found dead in 
the  community  of  Cranston.

At  approx imately  2  p .m. ,  on  Sunday, 
Jan .  24,  2016,  pol ice  were  asked to 
check  on the  welfare  of  a  person 
at  a  res idence in  the  200 b lock 
of  Cramond C lose  S .E .  When the 
off icers  d id  not  get  an  answer  at 
the  door  of  the  house,  they  forced 
the i r  way ins ide  and found the 
woman. 

The deceased has  been ident i f ied 
by  the  Off ice  of  the  Chief  Medica l 

Examiner  as  C indy ENGER,  51, 
of  Ca lgary.  The autopsy has 
determined that  the  death  is 
suspic ious;  however  invest igators 
are  wait ing  for  further  test ing  to 
conf i rm the manner  of  death .

Pol ice  have learned that  the 
deceased moved into  the  Cranston 
area  in  2006 and she had 
approx imately  20 tenants  l ive 
with  her  over  the  last  ten  years . 
Invest igators  would  l ike  to  speak 
with  those tenants  and are  ask ing 
anyone who l ived with  ENGER to 
contact  the  Calgary  Pol ice  Serv ice .

At  th is  t ime,  the  tenants  are 
cons idered witnesses ,  not  suspects .

Anyone with  informat ion about  th is 
suspic ious  death  or  who may have 
l ived in  the  res idence is  asked to 
ca l l  the  Calgary  Pol ice  Serv ice  non-
emergency  l ine  at  403-266-1234 or 
the  Homic ide  Unit  T ip  L ine  at  403-
428-8877.  T ips  can a lso  be  left 
anonymously  by  contact ing  Cr ime 
Stoppers

* informat ion accurate  at  t ime of 
publ ish ing

DESCRIPTION
Loc at io n :  20 0 Block  of  Cr amond 
Close  S .E .  (C a lg ar y)

De ce a se d :  ENGER,  C indy a ge 51 
of  C a lg ar y. 

Pol ice  are  look ing  for  tenant s  who 
l ived wit h  ENGER over  t he  pa s t 
ten  year s . 

CALGARY

UNSOLVED 
CRIMES
Assault with a weapon
January 19, 2016 at 4:30pm

O n Tu e s d ay,  J a n .  19,  2016 , 
a t  a p p r ox i m a t e l y  4 :3 0 p . m . , 
s e ve r a l  u n k n ow n m e n we r e  s e e n 
a t t e m p t i ng  t o  s t e a l  a  b i ke  f r o m a 
c a g e d a r e a  l o c a t e d a t  55 0 6  Ave . 
S .W.  A  w i t n e s s  t o o k t h e  a b ove 
p h o t o  o f  o n e o f  t h e  s u s p e c t s ,  w h o 
t h e n p e p p e r  s p r aye d t h e  v i c t i m a n d 
f l e d  t h e  a r e a . 

T h e s u s p e c t  i s  d e s c r i b e d a s 
A b o r ig i n a l  a n d 18 t o  25 ye a r s 

o l d .  H e w a s we a r i ng  a  l ig h t  g r e y 
b a s e b a l l  c a p  w i t h  a  r e d  e m b l e m , 
a n  ove r s i ze d d a r k  h o o d e d j a c ke t , 
b a g g y j e a n s  a n d b la c k  s h o e s w i t h 
w h i t e  s o l e s .

A nyo n e w i t h  i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t  t h i s 
i n d i v i d u a l  o r  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  i s  a s ke d 
t o  c a l l  C s t .  S e a n M o r e a u i n  t h e 
D i s t r i c t  1  o f f i ce  a t  4 03 - 42 8 - 610 0 , 
o r  C r i m e St o p p e r s  a n o ny m o u sl y.

* w a n t e d a t  t i m e o f  p u b l i s h i ng

DESCRIPTION
Loc at io n :  55 0 6  Ave S .W. 
(C a lg ar y)

S U S PEC T:
S e x: 	Male
Age :  18-25 yr s
A p p a re nt  Race :  Abor ig ina l
A p p e a ra n ce :  L ight  grey 
ba seball  cap  wit h  red  em-
blem,  over sized dark  hooded 
jacket ,  ba g g y jeans,  and 
black  shoes wit h  white 
soles .

CALGARY
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UNSOLVED 
CRIMES
Theft and fraud
October 30, 2015 at 4:45-5:30pm

S o m e t i m e b e t we e n 16 45 h r s  a n d 
173 0 h r s  o n 15 O C T 3 0 u n k n ow n 
p e r s o n (s)  c u t  l o c k s  o n t w o l o c ke r s 
i n s i d e  G o l ds  Gy m l o c a t e d a t  9 435 -
137 Ave n u e (E d m o n t o n)  a n d s t o l e 
co n t e n t s  f r o m t h e l o c ke r s .  O n e 
o f  t h e  l o c ke r s  co n t a i n e d a  g r e y 
s we a t e r  ($70 e s t i m a t e d v a lu e) , 
a  g r e e n j a c ke t  ($20 0 e s t i m a t e d 
v a lu e) ,  a n d a  g o l d  n a t u r a l  r u b y 
r i ng  ($5 , 0 0 0 e s t i m a t e d v a lu e) 
t h a t  we r e  t a ke n .  T h e o t h e r 

l o i c ke r  h a d a  w a l l e t  w i t h  d r i ve r s 
l i ce n ce n a n d C IB C b a n k c a r d  ($20 0 
e s t i m a t e d v a lu e) ,  a n d s e ve r a l  C i t y 
o f  E d m o n t o n a cce s s  c a r d s  ($15 0 
e s t i m a t e d v a lu e)  t a ke n .  A s  t h e 
t h e f t  w a s b e i ng  r e p o r t e d ,  t h e  b a n k 
c a r d  ow n e r  w a s m a d e aw a r e  o f 
t w o $ 8 0 . 5 0 p u r c h a s e b e i ng  m a d e 
a t  a  L o n d o n D r ug s s t o r e  l o c a t e d a t 
9 45 0 -137 Ave n u e (E d m o n t o n)  w i t h 
h i s  c a r d .

I f  y o u h ave a ny i n f o r m a t i o n o n t h i s 
c r i m e ,  p l e a s e c a l l  p o l i ce  o r  C r i m e 
St o p p e r s . 

* w a n t e d a t  t i m e o f  p u b l i s h i ng

DESCRIPTION
Loc at io n :  9 435-137 Ave 
(Edmonton)
S U S PEC T:
S e x: 	Male
Age :  30 yr s
H e ig ht :  5’10”
We ig ht :  185 lbs
A p p a re nt  Race :  C auca sian 
H a i r  co l o u r:  Brown
E ye co l o u r:  Brown
H a i r  St y l e :  Shor t
Fac i a l  H a i r :  St ubble

EDMONTON

UNSOLVED 
CRIMES
Fraud

I n  J u l y  2015 ,  t h e  O ko t o k s  R C M P 
r e s p o n d e d t o  a  co m p la i n t  f r o m a 
l o c a l  r a n c h e r  w h o r e p o r t e d a  f r a u d . 
T h e f r a u d t o o k p la ce  t h r o ug h t h e 
s a l e  o f  a  h o r s e  b y  a  s u s p e c t  w h o 
u s e d t h e  n a m e o f  “ J e s s e  C o l e”. 
C o l e ,  32 ,  h a s  b e e n k n ow n t o 
i d e n t i f y  h i m s e l f  a s :  J e s s e  D av i e s , 
J a s o n C o l e ,  J e s s e  M a cd e m a r a ,  J e s s e 
O ’ B r i e n - M a c n e m a r a ,  J e s s e  D a n i e l 
St- C la i r,  a n d J u s t i n  Wa lke r. 

J e s s e  C o l d  h a s  b e e n k n ow n t o 
l o c a t e  a n d m e e t  v u ln e r a b l e  w o m e n 
t h r o ug h s o c i a l  m e d i a  a n d o n l i n e 
d a t i ng  we b s i t e s .  O n ce a  t r u s t  i s 
e s t a b l i s h e d ,  C o l e  h a s  t h e  v i c t i m s 
p u r c h a s e l i ve s t o c k ,  ve h i c l e s ,  t a ke 
o u t  l o n e s  o f  c r e d i t  e t c .  C o l e  i s 
k n ow n t o  i n s u la t e  h i m s e l f  i n  t h e 
r a n c h e r  a n d r o d e o s o c i a l  s ce n e . 

T h e R C M P a r e  u r g i ng  t h e  p u b l i c 
t o  b e  c a u t i o u s  o f  f i n a n c i a l 

t r a n s a c t i o n s  a n d w h e n a cce p t i ng 
n o n - ce r t i f i e d  c h e q u e s . 

A nyo n e w i t h  i n f o r m a t i o n r e g a r d i ng 
t h e  w h e r e a b o u t s  o f  C o l e  a r e  b e i ng 
a s ke d t o  c a l l  C s t .  Tay l o r  o f  t h e 
O ko t o k s  R C M P a t  4 03 - 9 9 5 - 6 4 0 0 . 
I f  yo u w i s h t o  r e m a i n  a n o ny m o u s , 
p l e a s e co n t a c t  C r im e St o p p e r s . 

* w a n t e d a t  t i m e o f  p u b l i s h i ng

DESCRIPTION
S U S PEC T:
N a m e :  Jesse  Cole  (a lso  goes  by 
Jesse  Davies ,  Ja son Cole,  Jesse 
Macdemar a ,  Jesse  O’Br ien-
Macnemar a ,  Jesse  Daniel  St-
Cla ir,  Jus t in  Walker)
S e x: 	Male

Age :  32 yr s
H e ig ht :  5’10”
We ig ht :  19 0 lbs
A p p a re nt  Race :  C auca sian
H a i r  co l o u r:  Brown
E ye co l o u r:  Blue
Tat toos :  Numerous

OKOTOKS 



50 51CRIMESTOPPERS CRIMESTOPPERS

WANTED
YATES,
Kelly Thomas

Wanted for  76 charges 
related to  the thef t  and 
sale of  s tolen proper t y. 

I n  la t e  2013 a n d e a r l y  2014 ,  Ke l l y 
T h o m a s YAT E S w a s i nve s t ig a t e d 
f o r  t h e  t h e f t  a n d s a l e  o f  s t o l e n 
p r o p e r t y  t h a t  i n c lu d e d s e ve r a l 
t r a i l e r s .  T h e p r o p e r t y  v a lu e s  f o r  t h e 
s t o l e n p r o p e r t y  we r e  we l l  i n t o  t h e 
s i x  f ig u r e s .  76 c h a r g e s  we r e  la i d 
a g a i n s t  YAT E S t h a t  h ave s i n ce  g o n e 
t o  C a n a d a W i d e Wa r r a n t  St a t u s . 

I f  yo u k n ow h i s  w h e r e a b o u t s , 
p l e a s e c a l l  p o l i ce  o r  C r i m e 
St o p p e r s . 

* Wa n t e d a t  t i m e o f  p u b l i s h i ng

DESCRIPTION
YAT ES,  Kel ly  T homa s
DO B :   196 4 Apr i l  14
H e ig ht :  5’9”
We ig ht :   225 lbs
H a i r:  s h o r t  g r ay  ha ir
E ye s :   b lue  eyes
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WANTED
BARNETT,
Meagan/Ellen/Lee 

Wanted for  possession, 
possession for  the pur pose 
of  t raf f ick ing,  and t raf f ic 
in  a  scheduled substance, 
ut ter  threats  to  cause 
death / har m and fai l  to 
comply.

DAV IS i s  B A R N E T T i s  s e r v i ng  2 
ye a r s  a n d 1  d ay  f o r  p o s s e s s i o n o f 
a  s c h e d ul e d s u b s t a n ce ,  p o s s e s s i o n 
o f  a  s c h e d ul e d s u b s t a n ce f o r  t h e 
p u r p o s e o f  t r a f f i c k i ng ,  t r a f f i c  i n  a 
s c h e d ul e d s u b s t a n ce ,  u t t e r  t h r e a t s 
t o  c a u s e d e a t h / h a r m a n d f a i l  t o 
co m p l y.  B A R N E T T w a s r e l e a s e d o n 
D ay p a r o l e  i n  N ove m b e r  o f  2015 
a n d a  w a r r a n t  o f  A p p r e h e n s i o n 
a n d S u s p e n s i o n w a s i s s u e d o n 

D e ce m b e r  15 ,  2015 a f t e r  s h e 
f a i l e d  t o  r e t u r n  t o  h e r  C o m m u n i t y 
Re s i d e n t i a l  Fa c i l i t y.  B A R N E T T h a s 
a  r e co r d  f o r  t r a f f i c  i n  a  s c h e d ul e d 
s u b s t a n ce a n d f o r  f a i l  t o  co m p l y. 
I f  yo u k n ow o f  h e r  w h e r e a b o u t s , 
co n t a c t  C r im e St o p p e r s  o r  p o l i ce . 

* w a n t e d a t  t i m e o f  p u b l i s h i ng

DESCRIPTION
BARNE T T,  Mea g an/Ellen/L ee
DO B :   19 91 July  17
H e ig ht :   5’2”
We ig ht :   14 0 lbs
E ye s :  g re e n eye s
H a i r:  b l o n d e h a i r

WANTED
GIBSON,
Leslie/Blaine 

Wanted for  assaul t ing a 
police of f icer. 

G IB S O N i s  c u r r e n t l y  w a n t e d b y 
E d m o n t o n P o l i ce  f o r  a s s a ul t i ng  a 
p e a ce o f f i ce r  a n d 6 5 a d d i t i o n a l 
a r r e s t  w a r r a n t s .  H e i s  o n  a 

Re co g n i z a n ce w i t h  co n d i t i o n s 
t h a t  h e  i s  n o t  i n  co m p l i a n ce  w i t h . 
G IB S O N i s  b e l i e ve d t o  b e  i n  t h e 
E d m o n t o n a r e a  a t  t h i s  t i m e. 
G IB S O N h a s  a  c r i m i n a l  r e co r d 
f o r  p o s s e s s i o n o f  a  s c h e d ul e d 
s u b s t a n ce ,  f a i l  t o  co m p l y  w i t h  a 
co u r t  o r d e r,  f a i l  t o  a t t e n d co u r t , 
p o s s e s s i o n o f  s t o l e n  p r o p e r t y, 
o b s t r u c t i o n ,  f r a u d ,  c a r r y  a 
co n ce a l e d we a p o n ,  u n a u t h o r i ze d 

p o s s e s s i o n o f  a  p r o h i b i t e d  o r 
r e s t r i c t e d we a p o n ,  a n d f a i l  t o 
co m p l y  w i t h  a  p r o b a t i o n o r d e r. 
I f  y o u k n ow o f  h i s  w h e r e a b o u t s ,  c a l l 
p o l i ce  i m m e d i a t e l y  o r  c a l l  C r i m e 
St o p p e r s . 

* w a n t e d a t  t i m e o f  p u b l i s h i ng

DESCRIPTION
GIBSON,  L esl ie /Bla ine
DO B :   1978 Oc t  5
H e ig ht :   6’2”
We ig ht :   165 lbs
H a i r:   brown ha ir
E ye s :   g reen eyes
S c a rs :  4 cm scar  on  head
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WANTED
PENMAN,
Terry/Gordon

Wanted for  sexual  assaul t , 
dr ive motor  vehicle  w ith 
more than 80 mg %,  and 
operate motor  vehicle 
whi le  di sq uali f ied. 

P EN M A N i s  s e r v ing  2  ye a r s  a n d 5 
m o n t h s  f o r  s e x u a l  a s s a ul t ,  d r i ve 
m o t o r  ve h i c l e  w i t h  m o r e  t h a n 8 0 
mg % ,  a n d o p e r a t e  m o t o r  ve h i c l e 
w h i l e  d i s q u a l i f i e d .
P EN M A N w a s r e l e a s e d o n St a t u t o r y 
r e l e a s e i n  M ay 2015 a n d a n 
A p p r e h e n s i o n a n d S u s p e n s i o n 
w a r r a n t  w a s i s s u e d o n D e ce m b e r 
10 ,  2015 a f t e r  P EN M A N f a i l e d  t o 
co m p l y  w i t h  h i s  r e l e a s e co n d i t i o n s . 

P EN M A N h a s a  r e co r d  f o r  s e x u a l 
a s s a ul t ,  d r i ve  m o t o r  ve h i c l e  w i t h 
m o r e  t h a n 8 0 mg %  a n d f o r  f a i l  t o 
co m p l y  w i t h  a  p r o b a t i o n o r d e r. 
I f  yo u k n ow o f  P EN M A N ’s 
w h e r e a b o u t s ,  co n t a c t  C r i m e 
St o p p e r s  o r  t h e  p o l i ce . 

* w a n t e d a t  t i m e o f  p u b l i s h i ng

DESCRIPTION
PENMAN,  Terr y/Gordon
DO B :   19 81,  March 30
H e ig ht :   5’5”
We ig ht :   175 lbs
E ye s :  b row n eye s
H a i r:  b row n h a i r
Tat toos :  Wo l f  -  u p p e r  bac k ,  	
	     D rago n o u t l i n e -  l e f t 
r i b c age

WANTED
UGUAK,
Nynkuany/Simon

Wanted for  dr iv ing while 
di sq uali f ied,  mishief  in 
relat ion to  computer  data, 
and break,  enter  & thef t 
over. 

U G UA K i s  s e r v ing  2  ye a r s  a n d 3 
m o n t h s  a n d 16 d ay s  f o r  d r i ve  w h i l e 
d i s q u a l i f i e d ,  m i s c h i e f  i n  r e la t i o n  t o 
co m p u t e r  d a t a  a n d b r e a k ,  e n t e r  & 

t h e f t  ove r. 
U G UA K w a s r e l e a s e d o n s t a t u a t o r y 
r e l e a s e o n O c t o b e r  6 ,  2015 .  A 
C a n a d a w i d e w a r r a n t  w a s i s s u e d 
f o r  h i s  a r r e s t  o n  N ove m b e r  3 0 , 
2015 a f t e r  h e  f a i l e d  t o  r e p o r t  t o  h i s 
P a r o l e  O f f i ce r.
U G UA K h a s  a  r e co r d  f o r  m i s c h i e f, 
a g g r av a t e d a s s a ul t ,  a s s a ul t  w i t h  a 
we a p o n ,  p o s s e s s i o n o f  a  s c h e d ul e d 
s u b s t a n ce ,  t h e f t ,  p o s s e s s i o n o f 

s t o l e n  p r o p e r t y,  r e f u s e t o  p r o v i d e 
b r e a t h  s a m p l e ,  d r i ve  w h i l e 
d i s q u a l i f i e d ,  a n d u n law f ul l y  a t 
la r g e . 
I f  y o u h ave s e e n o r  k n ow U G UA K ’s 
w h e r e a b o u t s ,  d o  n o t  a p p r o a c h 
a n d c a l l  p o l i ce  i m m e d i a t e l y  o r  c a l l 
C r i m e St o p p e r s .

* w a n t e d a t  t i m e o f  p u b l i s h i ng

DESCRIPTION
GIBSON,  L esl ie /Bla ine
DO B :   19 8 0 Dec  2
H e ig ht :   5’9”
We ig ht :   212 lbs
H a i r:   b lack  ha ir
E ye s :   brown eyes
S c a rs :  s t ar  of  Dav id  -  lef t 
hand



56 57CRIMESTOPPERS CRIMESTOPPERS



58 59CRIMESTOPPERS CRIMESTOPPERS

[K
id

’s
 S

e
c

t
io

n
] [K

id
’s

 S
e

c
t

io
n]

ANDERSON,
Trevor Daniel

ASTUDILLO, 
Telman Vladamir

BURDICK,
Joshua David

Age: 27
Description: 

Male, Caucasian, 5’8” tall, 170 lbs, hazel 
eyes, brown hair

Possession of a weapon dangerous to the 
public

Warrant in effect: Jan 28, 2016

Age: 40
Description:

Male, Hispanic, 5’6” tall, 160 lbs, brown 
eyes, black hair

Wanted for assault causing bodily harm
Warrant in effect: Jan 7, 2016

Age: 26
Description:  

Male, Caucasian, 6’1” tall, 220 lbs, blue eyes, 
brown hair

Wanted for break and enter
Warrant in effect: Jan 28, 2016

WANTED
* Wa n t e d a t  t i m e o f  p u b l i s h i ng

BACKFAT,
Ellie Lindon

BUWALDA, 
William Andrew

HOPKINS,
Brandon Maxwell

Age: 25
Description: 

Male, Aboriginal, 6’2” tall, brown eyes, black 
hair

Wanted for robbery
Warrant in effect: Jan 21, 2016

Age: 24
Description:

Male, Caucasian, 5’8” tall, 215 lbs, brown 
eyes, brown hair

Wanted for aggravated assault
Warrant in effect: Jan 28, 2016

Age: 21
Description:  

Male, Caucasian, 5’11” tall, 220 lbs, hazel 
eyes, brown hair
Wanted for fraud

Warrant in effect: Dec 31, 2015

CALGARY, Alberta 
Find more Wanteds on the Calgary Crime Stoppers website:

www.calgarycrimestoppers.org
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Did you know

is funded entirely 
by COMMUNITY 

SUPPORT?

Cr ime Stopper s  is  your  program.  Wit hout  your 
suppor t  and t he  suppor t  of  ot her  indiv iduals  and businesses  in  t he  reg ion, 
we would  not  be  able  to  of fer  t he  inva luable  anonymous t ip  l ine.  Ever y  yea r, 
t ips ter s  share  infor mat ion wit h  Cr ime Stopper s  t hat  help  our  f r iends in  t he 
C a lg ar y  Pol ice  Ser v ice,  Edmonton Pol ice  Ser v ice,  RCMP,  Mil i t a r y  Pol ice,  a nd 
C amrose Pol ice  Ser v ice  solve  cr imes t hat  would  have ot her wise  rema ined 
unsolved.
 
Our  v is ion  is  s imply  to  be  a  communit y  cr ime prevent ion or g a nizat ion  t hat 
rewards  anonymous t ips ter s  whi le  suppor t ing  law enforcement  pa r t ner s 

to  solve  and s top cr ime,  but  we can’t  do  this  without  your 
donat ions . 
Plea se donate  to  Cr ime Stopper s  so  t hat  your  progr am ca n cont inue to  be  a 
va luable  resource  in  your  reg ion.  S imply  tear  out  and f i l l  in  t he  back  of  t h is  pa ge 
and mai l  your  f inancia l  cont r ibut ion  to  t he  address  prov ided. 

You are  making a  di f ference! Please consider doing business with these companies.

AIRDRIE ALARM & 
SURVEILLANCE INC.	
403 -948 -1830	
34 SUNDANCH PLACE	
AIRDRIE

BIG FISH BAY	
780 - 849 -2020	
BOX 1406	
SLAVE LAKE

CARE CARE 
AUTOMOTIVE SUPPLY	
780 - 486 -1286	
11754 170 ST NW	
EDMONTON

FLOWERS BY JOANNE	
780 - 826 -3688	
BOX 7789	
BONNY VILLE

FOOTHILLS DOOR LTD.	
780 -388 -3321	
BOX 6300	
DR AYTON VALLEY

GR ANUM COLONY	
403 - 682-9217	
BOX 360	
GR ANUM

PROUD TO 
SUPPORT 
CRIME STOPPERS	
		
ROCK LAKE COLONY	
403 -345 -3892	
BOX 1297	
COALDALE

SHOPPERS DRUG MART	
403 -995 -3798	
171 31 SOUTHRIDGE DR	
OKOTOKS

SISTERS SERVANTS 
OF MARY IMMACULATE	
403 -230 - 8171	
802 7 AVE NE	
CALGARY

SOURCE HOSE 
& INDUSTRIAL LTD.	
780 - 462- 6516	
3832 56 AVE	
EDMONTON

STEEL-CR AFT 
DOOR PRODUCTS LTD.	
780 - 453 -3761	
13504 ST ALBERT TR AIL	
EDMONTON

SUSAN ROBERTSON LAW	
403 -362- 4064	
411B 3 AVE W	
BROOKS

TIZZY’S EQUIT Y LTD.	
780 -706 - 4436	
BOX 170	
BLUE RIDGE

Thank you to the sponsors who support this publication. 
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DON ATI ON  C A R D
Plea se pul l  out  t h is  pa ge and send back  to 

Name: 

Address:

C i t y :                            Pos t a l  Code:

E-mail :

Phone:

Met hod of  Payment :
	 Cheque
	 V is a
	 Ma s ter  C ard

Amount :

C ard  Number :
E xpir y  Date:

Signat ure:

For  O f f ice  Use:  Cheque #/Aut hor izat ion  # :

Edmonton:

Cr ime Stoppers A ssociat ion of  
Edmonton and Nor ther n Alber ta  
P.O.  Box 76089  
Edmonton,  AB T6H 5Y 7

Calgar y:

Calgar y Cr ime Stoppers 
A ssociat ion 
P.O.  Box 5,  S tat ion M
Calgar y,  AB T2P 2G9
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